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Survey Overview

 The online survey was conducted between November 7, 2012 and
November 20, 2012 and generally replicated prior surveys
conducted in 2010 and 2011.

« Survey population consisted of 353 agriculture leaders including...

— producer and staff leadership of industry associations and
organizations.

— CSU leadership.

— Boards, Commissions, and Advisory Councils of the Colorado
Department of Agriculture.

« 118 completed surveys were recorded.

« 33% completed response rate.
— The typical response rate for external surveys is 10% to 15%.
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Demographics of Respondents
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My primary occupation
is farming

My primary occupation
is ranching

I work in a business that
provides services or products to
the agriculture industry

| work for an organization
or association

| work for a governmental
entity (i.e., state university,
Federal gov't, etc.)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

Q) Which of the following best describes you?
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Denver Metro &
Front Range

Eastern Plains

Morthwest & Mountains

San Luis Valley

Southwest

Q) Where do you reside?
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Every Week or More Often 2%

Every One to Two Months

Every Three to
Four Months

Oneto Two Times a Year

Hardly Ever

Q) Which best describes how often you interact with CDA and its employees?


http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/Agriculture-Main/CDAG/1165692857731

COLORADO
DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE

Attitudes about Colorado’s Food &
Agriculture Industry
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More positive than compared
to a few years ago

Somewhat more positive
than compared
to a few years ago

About the same as compared
to a few years ago

Somewhat more negative
than compared
to a few years ago

More negative than compared
to a few years ago

0% 10 % 20% 30 % 40%

Q) Would you say your view about Colorado’s agriculture industry is ...
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Very positive about
the future of Colorado's
agriculture industry

Somewhat positive about
the future of Colorado's
agriculture industry

424%

Neither positive or negative
about the future of
Colorado's agricultu...

Somewhat negative about
the future of Colorado's
agriculture industry

Very negative about
the future of Colorado's
agriculture industry

0% 10% 20% 30 % 40 % 50%

Q) Thinking now about the future of Colorado’s agriculture industry, would you say that you are ...
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Challenges & Opportunities
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Challenges & Threats

Lozs of Usa/Availabilty
of Watar 386
Regulatory &
Enwirenmantal Policies 353
Impacting Agricutture Ganerzl Farm Economics
{l.2., Input costs, 356
pricas received, etc.)
State/U.5./Global 343
Econamy :
Increzsed Taxes,
Feas, atc. 341
Development and Loss
of Agncultural Lands 336
Lack of Connection to and
Understanding of Agricuture 336
by the Ganermsl...
Labor & Immigmtion 14
Food Secunty/Ability
to Fead an Increasing
Global Population
Activists andlar
Disinterest Groups
Ingreasing Consumer
Focus on Food Safaty
Lack of Public
Investment in Ag Sciences
& Applied Resaarch Lack of Inwvestment in
Rural Infastructura (ie.,
roads, brdges, =i..
Agricultural Credit
Food & Ag Impeorts
from Other Countries
Lack of Global
Markat Access and
High Import Tanffs
Climzte Changs
| | | |
0 1 2 3 4

Q) How significant of a challenge or threat do you believe the following issues are relative to the long-term sustainability and
profitability of Colorado’s agriculture industry? (1 to 4 rating scale with a 1 being “not significant” and a 4 being “very significant”)
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Opportunities

‘water (i.e., new
supplies, storage, etc.)

Consumer and Fublic

Education about... 346

Sustainability 336

Precision Agriculture/New
Technologies 328

Matural Resources
Conservation

Trade Promotion and
Export Market Development

Development of Value-Added
Business Ventures

Biotechnology
Advancement of New &
Alternative Crops (ie....

Promation of Local Food
Systems (i.e., farmers .

Promation of Animal Health
& Disease Traceability

Advancement of Ag-Based
Energy Efficiency and...

Organic and Natural
Production

o 1 2 3 4

Q) How significant do you believe the following opportunities are to enhancing the long-term sustainability and profitability of
Colorado’s agriculture industry? (1 to 4 rating scale with a 1 being “not at all important” and a 4 being a “significant opportunity)
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Priorities & Overall Experience
with CDA
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Top Priorities for Commissioner

Total Mentions Among  Total Mentions as the

Top 3 Priorities #1 Priority
Water 63 42
Trade/Marketing & Economic Development 50 12
Regulations & Taxes 42 12
Public Education 42 11
Department Operations & Funding 31 5
Food Safety 24 7
Sustainability/Natural Resources Conservation 21 4
Labor 8 3

Q) If you were the Commissioner of Agriculture and deciding the Department’s priorities, what would
be your three (3) top priorities? (This was an open-ended question and responses were grouped into
“like categories” and only those categories with significant mentions are listed above.)
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Maintaining a disease 361
free status for our i

livestock industry

Increasing awareness of the diversity and 349

excellence of Colorado’s food and agriculture
industry among Colorado’s general public.

Fostering continued growth of
local marketing initiatives like
Colorado Proud

Creating opportunities for
developing and expanding food
and agricultural exports

Developing agriculture-related
opportunities for implementing energy
efficiency and renewable technologies.

Positioning the Colorado
State Fair for long-term
financial sustainability.

T i i
o] 1 2 3 4

Q) CDA'’s operations plan consists of more than 30 strategies, all aimed at supporting the Department’s mission. From these, six were
identified as being critical to CDA’s near term success. Please identify how important you believe each of these priorities to be to achieving
the Department’s mission? (1 to 4 rating scale with a 1 being “not at all important” and a 4 being “very important”)
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50.0 %

1
0% 10% 20% 30 % 40% 50 % 60 %

Q) In general, how would you rate your overall experience interacting with CDA?
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For More Information

Tom Lipetzky
Director, Marketing Programs & Strategic Initiatives
tom.lipetzky@state.co.us
(303)239-4117
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